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Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An Interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111, 1.135. {35 U.S.C. 132) 
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any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record Is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
vvhich bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is othenwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
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Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief idenfification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 
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the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 
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If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
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paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 
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S/N 09/737,218 PATENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

ApipliGant: Robert D. Norman Examiner: James Peikari 

Serial No.: 09/737,218 Group Art Unit: 2186 

Filed: December 14, 2000 Docket No.: 703.070US2 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ASSIGNING ADDRESSES TO MEMORY 

DEVICES 



PROPOSED AMENDMENT 

MS Ariiendlnent 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows. 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please ameiid the claims as follows: 

1. (Previously Presented) A memory system comprising: 

a plurality of memory devices associated with only one processor, with each 
memory device comprising: 

(a) an array of memory cells; 

(b) an addressing circuitry operatively coupled to the array of the 
memory cells, wherein the addressing circuitry is capable of providing addresses to the array of 
memory cells; 

(c) a memory device bus interface; 

(d) a command decoder which decodes commands at the memory 
device bus interface, including an address assign command; and 

(e) a local address storage circuitry which stores a local address for 
identifying the storage circuitry's single associated memory device once the address assign 
cornmand is decoded by the command decoder; and 

a memory controller having a controller bus interface coupled to the memory 
device bus interface, with the memory controller providing the local address to be stored in the 
local address storage circuitry of the memory device of the memory system together with the 
address assign command. 

2. (Previously Presented) The memory system of claim 1 , wherein the controller bus 
interface of the memory controller is coupled to the memory device bus interface of the memory 
device by a system bus. 

3. (Original) The memory system of claim 2, including a pluraUty of the memory devices 
wherein the memory controller transfers the local address to the memory devices over the system 
bus and the address assign command over the system bus. 



4. - 63. (Canceled) 
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64. (Currently Amended) A memory system comprising: 
a processor; 
a memory controller; 
a plurality of memory doVicos associat e d with only one processor; and 
a.pluralitv of flash memory devices associated with only one processor, with each 

memory device comprising: 

(a) an array of memory cells: 

(b) _ an addressing circuitry operatively coupled to the array of the memory 
cells: wherein the addressing circuitry is capable of providing addresses to the array of memory 
cells; 

(c) a memory device bus interface: 

(d) a command decoder which decodes commands at the memory device bus 
interface, including an address assign command: 

(e) local address storage circuitry on each of the plurality of memory de vices, 
wherein the local address storage circuitry is used to store a local address assigned from the 
memory controller that identifies a single associated memory device. 

65. (Previously Presented) The memory system of claim 64, wherein the memory controller 
is configured to assign local addresses to each of the plurality of memory devices in a serial 
order. 

66. (Previously Presented) The memory system of claim 64, wherein the memory cpjitroUer 
includes an ASlC controller. 

67. (Canceled) 

68. (Currently Amended) A memory system comprising: 
a processor; 

[[a]] an ASIC memory controller; 
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a plurality o f memory devices aGGOciatcd with only ono procoGsor - 
a plurality of memory devices associated with only one processon with each memory 
device comprising: 

(a) an array of memory cells: 

(b) an addressi ng circuitry operativelv coupled to the array of the memory 
cells, wherein the. addressing circuitry is capable of providing addresses to the array of memory 
cells: 

(c) a memory device bus interface: 

£d) a comman d decoder which decodes commands at the memory device bus 

interface, including an address , assign command: 

(e) local address storage circuitry on each of the plurality of memory devices, 
wherein the local address storage circuitry is used to store a local address assigned from the 
memory controller that identifies a single associated memory device; and 

a system bus coupled between the memory controller and the plurality of memory 
devices to transfer the local address. 

69. (Canceled) 

70. (Currently Amended) The memory system of claim 68, wherein the a plurality of 
memory devices include a plurality of flash memory devices. 

71 . (Previously Presented) A memory system comprising: 
at least one processor; 

a memory controller; 

a plurality of memory devices associated with only one processor, each memory device 
being connected to the memory system in a memory expansion socketr ^. with each memorv 
device comprising: 

(a) an array of memory cells: 
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lb) an addressing circuitry operativel v coupled to the atray of the memory 
cells, wherein the addressing circuitry is capable of providing addresses to the array of memory 
cells; 

(c) a memory device bus interface: 

(d) a cQinmand decoder which decodes commands at the memory device bus 
interface, including an address assign command: 

(e) local address storage circuitry on each of the plurality of memory devices, 
wherein the local address storage circuitry is used to store a local address assigned from the 
memory controller that identifies a single associated memory device. 

72. (iPreviously Presented) The memory system of claim 71, wherein the memory controller 
includes ah ASIC controller, 

73 . (Previously Presented) The memory system of claim 7 1 , wherein the a pluraUty of 
memory devices include a plurality of flash memory devices. 

74. (Previously Presented) The memory system of claim 71, further including a second 
processor and a plurality of memory devices associated with only the second processor. 
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REMARKS 

An interview with the Examiner was conducted on November 11, 2004. Claims 1-3 were 
indicated as in condition for allowance. The remaining claims 64-74 were also discussed. 
Pursuant to the interview, the amendments detailed above are proposed. 

Claims 64, 68, and 71 are amended and claims 67 and 69 are canceled; as a result, claims 
1-3, 64-66, 68, and 70-74 are now pending in this application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Clairas 1-3 were indicated to be allowable. Applicant acknowledges and thanks the 
Examiner for the indication of allowance. 



AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE UNDER 37 CFR § 1.111 

Serial Number: 09/737^18 
Filing Date: December 14, 2000 

Title: SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ASSIGNING ADDRESSES TO MEMORY DEVICES 

Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in condition for allowance, and 
notification to that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
Applicant's aftomey at (612) 373-6944 to facilitate prosecution of this application. 

If necessary, please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 19-0743. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
ROBERT D. NORMAN 
By his Representatives, 

SCHWEGMAN, LUNDBERG, WOESSNER & KLUTH P A 
P.O. Box 2938 
Minneapohs, MN 55402 
. (612) 373-6944 

Date ... . By_ 

David C. Peterson 
Reg. No. 47,857 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1 .8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail, in an envelope addressed to: MS Amendment, Commissioner of Patents P O Box 1 450 
Alexandna, VA 22313-1450, on this day of November. 2004 . 
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Signature 



